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GENTLEMEN, 


HEN Lay-Men ſhall take upon them 

to introduce new Syſtems of Divinity; 
when they ſhall not only endeavour te 
ſhake and undermine Ancient Founda- 


| tions, but likewiſe poſſeſs the World with belief, 


that nothing is certain in Religion but Uncer- 
tainty: (Tho' the ſeveral Productions of this kind 
have been fully and ſufficiently anſwer'd by the 
'Clergy, to whoſe Province it peculiarly belongs :) 


; * one under the ſame Denomination as your ſelves 
mould venture to give you his Opinion, it may 
be preſum d you will have ſo much Charity to al- 
low, he has no other ſelfiſh Deſign or Int'reſt to 
- purſue, than to find out and defend the Truth. 
Among the ſeveral Books you have entertain'd 
the World with, I ſhall lay my Hand particularly on 
that lace One, entitl'd, A Diſcourſe on Free-Thinking : 
And herein both You and I agree ; that to think 
freely is the Property of a Reaſonable Being : But 
as this noble Faculty may be employ'd to very 


42 or evil Purpoſes, a Free-Thinker may be the 


beſt, or worſt of Men. 


Free-Thinking is ſo far from being 2 Crime, that 


tis a Duty incumbent on every Man, in propor- 
Won © his natural Endowments : . Tis what di- 
itinguilhes him from the brute Beaſt, who has no 
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uct. 1 
- acge we convert 
„and even with the grea 
nie nit in a Moment our Tho nobel * 
end up to Heaven, and the Heaven of H Hea 
vens, as quick as a Sun- beam ſhoots down on the 
Earth: *Tis by This, that the Priſoner in the Dun 
geon may keep better Company than the Prince 
in his Palace: Tis by This we diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Error; That we receive or reject no 
by Arbitrary Impoſition, but Freedom of Choice 
But as Fire is ſaid to be a good Servant, but a Very 
bad Maſter ; ſo tis altogether as neceſſary this no 
ble Endowment ſhould be kept within due Bound 
and Limitation. 
| Suppoſe a Ship in the main Ocean, without Pi. 
| lot, Steerſman or Rudder: She muſt neceſſarily be 
; ſabject t to every Wind and Current, and without 
| hope of ever arriving at her defired Haven. As wild 
| and out of the way muſt all Free-Thinking be And 
1 thouſand Times more fatal, unleſs it has ſome 
| | Chart or Compaſs to Steer by. 
i That God Almighty has not left the World de- 
| 8 ſtitute of ſuch a Guide, is what I think is agreed 
1 on by all who call themſelves by the Name of 
Chriſtians; that He has given us an infallible 
Rule to govern our Thoughts as well as Actions: 
And yet, as Zophar, ſays, vain man would be wiſe, 
though Man be born like a wild Afs's Colt, Job 11.12. 
But tet him take heed how he follows his own 
vain Imaginations. 

True Pree-Thinking conſiſts in a ſincere and im- 
partial Examination of Things; and in receiving 
and rejecting, purſuant to the cleareſt Evidence, . 
and the beſt Authority. * 
Let this be taken for granted (and I know no 
great! Reaſon why it ſhould not ;) and I dare be 5 
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bold to affirn — 
Atheiſt, Deiſt, or 


The Holy Scriptures . t & 


But this being too large a Field to enter into, I 


{hall refer the Reader to the ſeveral Tracts that 


have been wrote on that SubjeR, and particular- 


ly to thoſe excellent Sermons that have been 


preach'd at the Honourable Mr. Boyles Lectures. 
Nor 15 it material , what the modern Free-Thinkers 
are ſo highly delighted with ; that is , that there 
have been ſeveral Books received by ſome as Ca- 
nonical, and rejected by others; that there have 
been ſeveral ancient Copies , Tranſlations of the 


Old and New Teſtament ; that theſe have not 
entirely agreed one with another, and ſome o- 


ther Objections of this Nature. Since tis agreed 
on by all Learned and Wiſs Men , that there is 
nothing of Moment relating either to Faith or 


Practice, but what is to be found in our preſent 


Bible. | 

To be a juſt Free-Thinker 'tis not only requiſite 
a Man ſhould be free from Conceit, Bigotry, Pre- 
judice, and Partiality, &c. but likewiſe from 


Vice and Immorality : The Fews could not be- 


e cleared &vidence. 
is poſſible any thing of that Nature can have. 


lieve our Saviour to be the Meflias, becauſe they Io 5g. 44. 


received Honour one of - another. How ſhall we 


then imagine wicked Men can have any true Sen- 
timents of the great Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
(ſuch as a Future Judgment, and eternal Tor- 
ments) when their laſt Refuge and Comfort lies 
in hoping there may be no ſuch Things in Be- 
ing? I: | | 
hat Blindneſs that many hundred Years ago 
hapned to the Fews, Row. 11. 15. has continued 


upon them down to the preſent Timgs ; For even 
— nn, 
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— Vengeance againſt a 
J-of , unter; for notwithſtanding 
Trophets had given them ſuch lively Deſcripi ws 
of the Meſſias, that look'd more like a Hi! ; y 
than a Prophecy; notwithſtanding 1ſaias ſpake 
him, as daſpiſed and rejected of Men; A" Man rf r. 
ros, and acqua inted with grief: That he ſhoul$} be 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for out 3 17 5 
quities: That he ſhould be brought as a Lamb f 
aughter : and that he ſhould be cut off out off 62 
land of the living; all which they ſaw literally il. 
fill'd with their own Eyes: Yet notwithſtanding 
all this; Nothing would ſerve this Proud Her- 
Thinking People,but a Mighty Temporal Monatth; 
A N Prince was what they would then have 
5 A Mighty 77 is what they ſtill expect. 
Fn 
T0 Giew then how inſufficient Humane Ke On 
of its ſelf is to arrive to the Knowledge of Divine 
Truths, I ſhall lay down ae TW following Pro- 
poſitions; vix. | 


Firſt, That no Man can think or 20 As he 
_ ought to do in Religious Matters, without 
the Aſſiſtance of Divine Revelation. 


In the 2d Place, That whereſoever a Divine Re- 
velation is vouchſaf d, whoſoever ſhall wil- 
fully a& contrary thereto, is not only guilty 
of the groſſeſt Error, but ſubjects himſelf to 
the utmoſt Miſery. | 


To make good the Firſt of theſs, 1 oy" only 
Have recourſe to the Heathen Way of Worſhip ; 
into which whoever WH] give himſelf che trouble 

tO 


4 
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to examine, may 

mn” on Abſurdities, a5 che utn p. ..-.. r 
Divine Being could ever admit of. If any Man 

denies this, he muſt | likewiſe diſown the Holy 

Scriptures, Where their making their Children 

paſs through the Fire to Molock ; their Sacrificing 

their Sons and Daughters to Devils; ttieir paying 


& Divine Worſhip to Stocks and Stones, the Works 
- of Men's Hands; with other their Abominations, 
* are ſufficiently Recorded. The very beſt Set of 
e the Philoſophers were not free from Errors, and 
> thoſe not of a little Size. The ſo-muchiſam' d So- 
8 crates, who is ſet at the Head of them, and is ſaid 
— do have believed One only God, who made and 
1; governed the Univerſe, it ſeems could not hold 
e out to the laſt, ſince it is atteſted of him before 
| he made his Exit, he caus d a Cock to be ſacritic'd 
ctdo appeaſe Plato, the Infernal Deity. *Tis true, 
1 the World is now grown much older, but very 
> _ little wiſer; the Hiſtories of Siam, China, with 
- _other Parts of the Indies ; thoſe likewiſe of Africa 


and America, do ſufficiently declare, that worſe 

than Egyptian Darkneſs does ſtill overſpread the 

- Heathen World. I ſhall ſay no more on this Pro- 

?! . which is ſelf-evident, and amounts to no 

leſs han a Demonſtration, That no Man can 

_ thin] or act as he ought in Religious Matters, 
withut the Aſſiſtance of Divine Revelation. 


— . i 


I ome now to the Second, viz. That where- 
 Toever a Divine Revelation is vouchſaf d, who- 
ſoeve ſhall wilfully act contrary thereto, is not 
Only fut of the groſſeſt Error, but likewiſe ſub- 


f ects limſelf to the utmoſt Miſery. To make this 
„fully ppear, I ſhall go as far back as Adam. 
. Tbere's none that believes the Bible, but muſt 


my 


likewſe believe Adam was the firſt Man that ever 
C7 - liv'd 


— 
— 
——— ͤ — — 
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Gen. 2.16, 
17. 
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A akewiſe crea- is, 

8 — zi Akeneſs of God A perfect "Ry 

an, free from that Darkneſbof Mind, and De- BY 

pravity of Manners, that has fince ſeiz d his Po- 1 
ſterity: Sure if any Man was more than ordinarily 

qualified for a Free- IThinłer, he that was the imme- 

diate Workmanſhip of God Almighty muſt be the f 

Fe 


Man. Now we'll ſee what becomes of this: Free- E 
Thinker ; God had made him- abſolute Lord and I 


Maſter of the Univerſe ; all the Inhabitants of fa 


Air, Earth and Water, ſubject to his Deſpotick f. 
Will: But to det him know that he likewiſe had 1 
a Maſter, he reveals his Will to him in one ſhort ell 
Command; And the Lord God commanded the Man, th 
ſaying of every Tree of the Garden, thou may ſt freely th 
eat: But of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil, thou N 


halt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, hi 


Command, or whether they were invented b / Evs 
to make the Command ſound harſher than t re- 


lig d to ſpeak of her before I come to Adam; and $ 
1 preſume you will not be much offended with 


thou ſhalt ſurely dye. This Command was ſtill the ® 
eaſier, becauſe 'twas Negative. Here then was 2 be 
Divine Revelation of the Mind and Will of God, k 
which was, no doubt, communicated to the Wo- IE 
man as well as to the Man; tho' we read not of M 
her Formation till Verſe 21. But Chap. 3. when tt 
ſhe comes to a Dialogue with the Devil, ſhe uſes © 
the ſame Words which God had laid in Comnand I 
on Adam: *Tis true, there are likewiſe theſe fol- + 
lowing Words adjoyn'd, Neither ſhall ye touch t, leſt ?' 
Je dye. Whether theſe Words were a part q the 


ally was, is not much to the preſent Purpoſe 
Having mention'd the Woman, I muſt k ob- 


me, when 1 preſent you with the firſt Free- Pinter 
Lever read of in the World. After this Woman +. 7 
had ended her Conference with the Serpen, that“ 
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8 the Devil, who had told her à downright Lye, 
@ If, Oppoſition to the reveal d Will of God, ſhe G- 
e.  bggins her Free-Thinking. (And here by the way —— 
. 1 Fannot but obſerve that the weakeſt Heads are 
moſt apt to lean to their own Underſtanding.) 

Thus Eve, ver. 6. when the Woman ſaw that the 
| Fee was good for Food, and that ic as plegſent to the 
"Eyes, anda Tree to be deſiręd to make one wit, 
hy tool of the Fruit thereof, and did eat, Now | wouid + 
fan know how the Woman came to underſtand 
ok the Fruit had all theſe good Qualities before ever 
ad The had taſted it; in ort, this could be nothing 
elſe but the Effect of Free- Thinking, Having ſaid 
thus much of Eve, I have leſs to {ay of Adam, 
their Crime was much the ſame ; ſhe gave allo 
ypto her Husband with her, and he did eat. They — 3. 6. 
of, had both a reveaFd Command, and they both 
: trangreſs'd it; they were both Free-Thinkers, and 
both Guilty of the groſſeſt Error, and the Miſery 
d, they brought on themſelves and their Poſterity, is 
g. too evident to be enlarge d on. And thus I have 
of made good the ſecond Aſſertion: And I have 
n the longer inſiſted on this Story of Our firſt Pa- 
es Tents, becauſe there are ſeveral prophane Perſons 
id 3nd Scoffers at Religion, who would infinuate 
1- that this Crime was but a trivial Offence to incur 
* ſuch a Penalty. But whoſoever rightly weighs 

and conſiders the Matter, in what à State of Per- 
vs fection this firſt Couple were created, with what 
8 Fan kan Faculties of Souls, as well as vigorous 

Zonſtitution, with what entire Freedom from all 
khoſe Frailties, Letts, and Impediments, which 


= 
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ey 


we their ſickly Progeny are liable to; let him con- 
1d © , ; | ? 
ſider likewiſe the Eaſineſs of the Command; 
which as I obſerved before was purely negative) 
let him conſider, I fay, all this, with thoſe other 
Advantages their bounteous Creator beſtow'd on C 
en 1 B them, „ 
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at 
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All; s a... - + wk wall Creatures, Cc. an 
se will find the greateſt Pride and Arrogance (th 
true Characters of Free-Thinkers ) the vileſt Baſe 
neſs and Ingratitude, the moſt ſtupid Unbelie 
with all other aggravating Circumſtances 'tis pol. 
ſible for a Crime to be made up with ; ſo that no 
thing but the infinite Kindneſs of an Almight 
Benign Being, could ever have taken Compaſſion 
on ſuch rebellious Wretches ; a Compaſſion as un. 
conceivable as Infinity it ſelf ; a Compaſſion that 
makes Mankind capable of a better State than 
that from which his Folly had caſt him down. 
However , theſe are not to go altogether unpu- 
niſhed, the Scene muſt now be changed, Eder 
muſt be no longer the pleaſant Abode of ſuch 
corrupted Natures. And here we ſhall ſee the 
wiſe Diſpenſation of Providence, in fitting their 

Puniſhment agreeable to their Crime , and the 


State they had brought themſelves into. The Wo- : 


man for her hankring after ſenſual Delights is pu- 
niſl'd with the Sorrow and Pains of Child-bearing ; 
this is the firſt Part: Her Puniſhment ſeems to be 


n the greater, as being firſt i» the Tranſgreſſion; 


the remaining Part is, that her Deſire ſhall be to her 


Husband, and he ſhall rule over her: And what more 


rea{onable than that ſhe who knew not how to 


govern her ſelf ſhould be ſubject to the Will of a- 


not ET 

Had Mankind never tranſgreſsd, tis highly 
probable the Earth would have brought forth of 
its own Accord all things neceſſary for Suſtenance 
and Delight; Adam would have had little elſe to do 
more than to have ador'd his Creator , and con- 
templated the Works of Providence ; and by thus 
enlarging his Faculties he might poſſibly in time 
have arrived to a kind of ſpiritual Being : But 


now the Cale is ſtrangely alter'd with human Na- 


ture, 
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now prove the greateſt Curſe. Idleneſs is very 
inconſiſtent with depraved Natures. This God 
Almighty well knew, jand proportion'd Man's Pu- 
niſhment accordingly. Curſed is the Ground for thy 
Sake, in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the Days of thy 
Life. Thorns alſo and Thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee, 
and thou ſhalt eat the Herb of the Field, In the Sweat 


of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread. 


= ture, and that which might nave been the greateſt. 
Benefit to Man in a State of Innocence, would, *.. 


" Whoever conſiders ſeriouſly the preſent State of 


the World, will find it full of all manner of Wic- 


| kedneſs : Violence or Deceit does almoſt every 


where abound; and yet if poſſiblè twould be ten 
times worſe than it is, did not the Exigencies of 


Man find him Employment. The Fertility of 


the antediluvian World, gave Men great Leiſure 


to injure and oppreſs one another, which they 


improv'd ſo well, that God Almighty's Patience 
would no longer bear with that wicked Generati- 


on. If we look on the World as now it is, we 


ſhall ſee Vice and Corruption moſt prevailing in 
the moſt pleaſant and fertile Situations. That 
little Virtue which remains can ſcarce find an A- 


| bode, except in barren Countries and Deſarts. If 


we conſider farther, we may likewiſe obſerve the 
greateſt Hereſies and ill-grounded Opinions have 
taken their Riſe from Men's wanting ſomething 


en. 6. 3 


to do: And I dare be bold to aver there's ſcarce a 


Free-Thinker in all this Kingdom but has his Time 


lie upon his Hands. 


I need make no Apology for having been thus 
long on this Subject, ſince this great Article, the 
Fall of Man, is accounted both by Fews and Chri- 
fans the Foundation of all true Religion, 


N B 2 I might 


Gen. 4. 6, 
7. 


Gen. 12 1, 


—— 2 
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Might wu. co - Cain, the ſecond Man 


and che firſt Murderer, and ſhew how he wa 


likewiſe a Free-7h:inker, having had a reveal'd Lay 
from God, and yet would follow his own perverſ. 
Will, and, wicked Inclination; but I paſs hin 


by, and fo I do all the old World, and likewiſ: 
all thoſe of the New, till I come to Abraham th; 
Father of the Faithful. Now to this Man Got 
ſays, Get thee out of thy Country, and from thy Rin. 
dred, and from thy Father's Houſe, into a Land that | 


will ſhew thee, What Property he had in tha 


Country, we read Acts 7.5. And be gave him ii 


| Inheritance in it, no not ſo much as to ſet his Foot on 


4 


yet be promiſed that he would give it to him for aPoſſeſji 
on, and to his Seed after him, when as yet be had ut 
Child. How many Free-Thivkers ſhould we have 
found to have gone on ſuch an Errand ? Would 
they not have argued thus? What, ſhall J leave 
my own native Country , to ramble I know not 


.whither? Shall IT part with a Certainty for an 
. Uncertainty ? Shall I take a laſt Farewell of all 


my pleaſant Companions and intimate Aſſociates, 
to embrace the Company of Savages ? And fo 
on. New let us obſerve what is recorded of A. 
braham's Conduct in this whole Affair, which will 
be an admirable Pattern, for all Free. Thinkers : In 
the firſt Place it is ſaid, He believed in the Lord, and 
it Was counted to him for Righteouſneſs. The ſame is 


likewiſe atteſted, Rom. 4. 13. And he is fo far from 


queſtioning God's Promiſe, that he is laoking 
out for an Heir : And Abraham ſaid, Lord God, what 


wilt thou give me, ſeeing I go Childleſs, and the Stew- 


ard of my Houſe u this Eliezer of Damaſcus ? Which 
if he had no Child muſt have been his Heir, as 


appears by the following Verſe, But God tells 


him, This ſhalt not be thine Heir, but he that ſhall come 
forth out of thine own Bowels ſhall be thine Heir, Now 
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an - what ſays Abraham to this? Why, you are told. 
Vi: be conſidered not bis own Body now Dead, when nen 
au be was about an Hundred Years old, neither jet e. 
If: "he Deadneſs of Sarab's Womb: He ſtaggered not 

in ar the Promiſe of God, through Unbelief , but 

Ie . ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory to God ; and. 

the being fully perſwaded that what he bad promiſed 

OL be was able to perform; and therefore it was im- 

in puted to bim for Righteouſneſs. "Tis true, Sarab at- 

. gues after another ſort, and like a right Free-Thin- 

It Ker, beginning with a Laugh. Therefore Sarah Gen. 18, 
„ laughed within her ſelf, ſaying, After I am waxed old, 12. 
7; ſpall I hade Pleaſure, my Lord being old alſo ? But 'tis 
%. very probable upon the Rebuke of the Angel, 

» which you find in the following Verſes, ſhe im- 

ve mediately repented, ſince *tis recorded of her, 

1d that, through Faith alſo Sarah ber ſelf received Strength Heb. 11. 
Ve to conceive Seed, and was delivered of a Child when 11. 
ot ſhe was paſt Age, becauſe ſhe judged him Faithful who 

In bad promiſed. | 

ll The next Thing I ſhall obſerve in this Good 

'S, Man ( who had the Honour to be call'd the Friend 

fo of God) is his Behaviour upon the offering up his Jam.2.23. 
Son Iſaac: God had commanded him to take his 

ill Son, his only Son J/aac, whom he loved, and go 

n into the Land of Moriah, and offer him there for Gen.22.2, 
a Burnt-offering upon one of the Mountains. 

is Strange Command ! What would a Free-Thinker 

n have ſaid to this? That a Father ſhould be com- 

3 _manded not only to give up his Son to Death, but 

to ſlay him with his own Hands; not only to be 

- a Spectator, but to be the Actor in this Tragedy. 

1 What Father would not ſhrink and ſtart back at 

s ſuch a Command, eſpecially if he believed with 

J Abrabam, that in the Seed of this Victim, who is 
e _ now going tobe ſacrificed, all the Nations of the 
7 Earth ſhould be Bleſſed, che Promiſe being ex- 
CY | > preſsly 


Gen. 226. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


Heb. 11. 
19. 


„ 

preſsly limited to Iſaac and his Poſterity, who had 
then no Son. Now we ſhall ſee the Conſtancy 
and Reſolution of this Pious Man to obey God, 
notwithſtanding the harſhneſs and difficulty of the 
thing : He took the Wood of the Burnt-offering, and laid 
it upon Iſaac his Son ; and he took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife : and they went both of them together. And 
they came to the place which God had told him of, and 
Abrgham built an Altar there, and laid the Wood 
in order; and bound Iſaac his Son, and laid him on the 
Altar upon the Mood; and ſtretched forth his hand, and 
took the knife to ſlay his Son; and ſeems as it were 
ſurprized with the Angel for not ſuffering him to 
do it. Now tis to be obſerved, that this Con- 
ſtancy of Abraham's Faith was not an obſtinate 
and ſtubborn Perſuaſion , but the Reſult of the 
wiſeſt Reaſoning, and ſobereſt Conſideration ; for 
he counted and reaſon'd with himſelf, that God 
was able to raiſe him up, even from the dead. From 
whence alſo he received him in a Figure. And 
here we have ſtated a true and juſt Notion of Free- 
Thinking ; for Free-Thinking in general is not to be 
condemn'd, as has been already ſhewn ; No, that 
would be to hoodwink Reaſon, and to render the 


nobleſt Faculties of the Soul altogether uſeleſs ; 


and a ready way to reinſtate that Idolatrous ſuper- 
ſtitious Worſhip, which once we had Reaſon to 
hope would never have troubl'd us again. 

Tis to Free-Thinking we owe our Deliverance 
from Popery; Tis upon this Foundation the 
whole Reformation ſtands. Had not Men made 
uſe of their Reaſon, and a Freedom of Judging of 
the ſeveral dark Paſſages of Scripture, as well as 
the Authority of the whole ; This is my Body, and 


ſuch other like Figurative Expreſſions might have 
paſs d in the abſurd and literal Seaſe unto the 


World's End. | 


> The 
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The Free-Thinking 1 am contending with, is 
that wherein fooliſh Man would ſeem wiſer than 


his Maker; Where Humane Reaſon ſhall be ad- 
vanced in Oppoſition to Divine Revelation; 


where Men ſhall receive or reject, not upon the 


Authority of the Revealer, but as ſhall conſiſt 


with their own Fancies, and wild Imaginations : 
And that this may juſtly be charged upon the Free- 
Thinkers J am now diſputing with, will more fully 
appear in the Sequel. 

I muſt here take notice, that ſome Paſſages a- 


bove-mention'd, in relation to Abraham's Conduct 


in ſacrificing, his Son Jaac, are Quotations from 


the Works of that Great Man A. Biſhop Tillotſon; 


which, I preſume, you will not like the worſe 
for being his, ſince you are pleas'd to call him the 
Head of your Party. But what juſt Foundation 
there is for this ſtrict Alliance and Familiarity be- 


Ser. printed 
ſince his 
Death, Vol. 
1. Ser. 2. 


tween ye, ſhall be a little better examin'd into be- 


R . 
I now proceed to the Method I firſt laid down, 


to ſhe W, That whoſoever ſhall wilfully depart from 


a Divine Revelation, to follow his own corrupt 


Reaſon, is guilty of the groſſeſt Abſurdity, and 


brings on himſelf the utmoſt Miſery. In order 
to this, the next Free-Thinker J preſent you with 
ſhall be Saul, the firſt King of Iſrael. This Man 
going about to find his Father's Aſſes, meets with 
a Kingdom: which you may read at large 1 Sam. 
9. 10. After Samuel had anointed him, he foretells 
of ſeveral Encounters he ſhould meet with when 


he was departed from him: As, that he ſhould 


meet with to Men by Rachel's Sepulchre, who ſhould 
tell him the Aſſes were found; and that he ſhould 


meet with three Men going up to Bethel, and ſhould 


receive Bread at their hands ; after he ſhould meet 
a Company of Prophets; and that the Spirit of the Lord 
ſhould 


13.5. 


(614 


6. ſhauld come upon him likewiſe, and he ſhould proph.. 
fre, and be turned into another Man. The Occaſion 


of all this ſeems to be, that Saul ſhouid underſtand + 


that Samuel was the Lord's Prophet; and that th: 
Anointing was likewiſe of the Lord. After thi: 


conſider the Behaviour of Saul: It ſeems the Phi. 


liſtines had made War upon him; the ſeventh daß 
was arriv'd, Samuel not come, (tho' it will appear „ 
he did come within the Time appointed;) Sau! * 


grows impatient; invades the Prieſt's Office; of- 
fers a Burnt- offering; as ſoon as he had made an 


end, Samuel appears, asks him what he had done ? 


II, 


that the People were ſcattered from him; and that 
he likewiſe had not kept his Time; That the Phi- 
liſt ines were gathered together to Michmaſh. And 
no he comes to his Free-Thinking : Therefore ſaid 
I, the Philiſtines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, 


and I have not made ſupplication unto the Lord: I forced 


my ſelf therefore, and offered a burnt-offering, I be- 
lieve there are very few Free-Thinkers that have ſo 
much to ſay for themſelves, as Saul does in this 
place. But what ſays the Prophet; And Samuel 
[aid to Saul, Thoa haſt done fooliſhly : Theu haſt not 
kept the Commandments of the Lord thy God which he 
commanded thee ; for now would the Lord have eſta- 
bliſhed thy Kingdom upon Iſrael for ever : but now thy 
Kingdom ſhall not continue. 55 
It ſeems God Almighty was pleaſed to make a 
farther Tryal of this Man; accordingly he is ſent 
to ſmite Amaleck, and utterly deſtroy all they had; 
to {pare neither Man nor Woman, Infant or Suck- 
ling, Ox or Sheep, Camel or Afs, in this Expe- 

| dition. 


13. 


14. 


Samuel tells him, he ſhould go down before him to Gil. 
gal; and that he would come down to him, and off 
burnt- offerings, and ſacrifice peace-offerings ; and tha: 
Saul ſhould tarry for him ſeven days. Now we will 


Why, Saul indeed has little to ſay ; he tells Samue! 


dit 
th: 


” 


U 
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, dition. We ſhall find he acquits himſelf worſe 
than ever he had done before; and this is chiefly 
.owing to this Free-Thinking : For tho the Prophet 
F had poſitively commanded him to Hare neither 8. 
Man nor Beaſt, yet firſt he takes Agag the King, of 
ſitbe Amalekites alive, then ſpares the beft of the Sheep, 97 
and of Oxen, of the Fatlings, and the Lambs; and this 41. 
fer under pretence of Sacrificing to the Lord. But this 22, 
\Shew of Religion would not ſerve his Turn; the i 
Prophet asks him, Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Bebold, to obey is better than /crifice ; and 
, "to hearken then the fat of Rams: Becauſe thou haſt re- 231 
jected the Word of the Lord, he allo hath rejected thee 
from being King. Flere we may lee Saul's errone- 


ous, Way of Arguing againſt a Divine Command, 

# and likewiſe what followed thereupon ; wiz. the 

utter Rejection of him and his Family. Surely 

ac Saul was as little Prieſt-ridden as any of the Free- 1 
3 ; Thinkers of our Days; he necded no Confeſſor to "= 

a ſtir him up to Acts of Barbarity, ; the Murthering | 


7 the Prieſts of the Lord proceeded purely from his 1 Sam. 22. 
dun wicked and cruel Heart: And 'tis obſervable 26, 18. 
* he could find none of his own. People would un- 
4 dertake this bloody Act, and was torc'd to make 
2 ;uſe of a Foreigner: by which it appears the Cler- 


, | | 
7 gy were not then altogether ſo contemptible as 
45 they have been rendred in theſe latter Times. 
de 


1 ſhall proceed now to Feroboam, and ſo ſhall 
draw to a Concluſion of the preſent Argument. 
„ This Feroboam was a Servant of King Solomon's; inet 
{and upon his Maſters falling from God, and be- 2 
à coming an Idolater, he had ten Tribes given him. 


\ „ 6 5 ; P's 
I The Prophet Abiga likewiſe told him, that if he 39,31. 
8 Would hearken to all the Commandments of : God, and 3% 
„ . would 


* 
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would walk in his ways, and keep his ſtatutes, &c 
that God would be with bim, and build him a (uw 


| Houſe, .and would give Iſrael unto him. Some time 


IKings1 2. 
29, 


26. 


27. 


29, 


31. 


after this Solomon dies, and upon the fooliſh Con- 
duct of his Son Rehoboham, Feroboam is made Kine 
of ten Tribes. Now what does this wretche! 
Man do, but immediately becomes a Free-Thinker 
For thus he is ſaid to argue, And Feroboam ſaid i: 
his heart, Now ſhall the Kingdom return to the Houſe «| 
David: If this people go up to ſacrifice in the Houſe « 
the Lord at Feruſalem, then ſhall the hearts of this peo. 
ple turn again to their Lord, even to Rehoboham, Kin! 


of Judah; and they ſhall kill me, and go again to Re. 
. hoboham King of Fudab. Whereupon the King took coun. 


ſel, and made two Calves of Gold, and ſaid unto them, 
It is too much for you to go up to Feruſalem : behold th) 
Gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee up out of the Land 
of Egypt. And he ſet one in Beth-el, and the othe 

be in Dan, What a Sot has this Man made ol 
himſelf by his Free-Thinking ? As if that God, who 


would not ſuffer their moſt inveterate Enemies 


to invade them, during their Feſtivals at Feruſa- 
lem, could not as eaſily have retained the Hearts 
of his Subjects in Obedience to him. Another ol 
Jeroboam's Crimes, was making Prieſts of the low- 
eſt of the People which were not of the Sons ol 
Levi; but this is a Fault which, I make no doubt, 
hut the Author of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church 
wi cally forgive him: However, theſe Sins were 
the utter Ruin of Teroboam and all his Poſterity 
an 1cwiſe of all the ſucceeding Kings of 1/rae: 
hc: ro in his ſteps : They were all Free-Thinker: 
elt; rejecting the Counſel of God, and 


teaniny cc their own Underſtanding ; which they 


eonumied to do till Shalmaneſſer, King of Aſſyria, 
revs 17/1:: the King, and with him the ten 
Tribes, $34 carried them into Captivity. 


The 
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The laſt Free-Thinker I ſhall at preſent take no- 


' tice of is Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. This 


Man, as you fay of Socrates, not only disbelieved 


the Gods of his own Country, but I may add 


likewiſe, the Gods of all other Countries beſides: 
Tis true, he made him a very fine magnificent 
God, tall enough to overlook the capacious Plain 


„of Dura: And although he oblig'd all Nations, 


Languages, &c. to worſhip this Golden Image, | 
do not find he car'd much for him himſelf : It 
has been the Cuſtom of many Ancient, as well as 
Modern Tyrants, who have had very little Reh- 


gion or Common Honeſty themſelves, to impoſe 
one Sett Way of Worſhip (and that none of the 


beſt neither) on all they can bring under their 
Subjection ; judging perhaps they can never be 
ſecure of Men's Bodies, unleſs they can manacle 


their Conſciences. Let them therefore who are 


free from ſuch Tyrants, preſerve their Liberty as 
long as they can. 


But, to return to Nebuchadnexxar, the Prophet 
Daniel reveals and interprets to him his firſt Dream, 


wherein the Image's Head was of fine Gold, his Breaſts 


and his Arms of Silver, his Belly and his Thighs of 


Braſs, his Legs of Iron, his Feet part of Iron, and part 
of Clay. This Viſion foretold the ſeveral great 
Monarchies of the World, and the Confuſion 
that ſhould follow after the Diſſolution of the laſt ; 
too much of which has reach'd down even to our 
own Times; it being impoſſible the Iron and 


Clay ſhould ever cement into one Body. Nebu- 


chadnezzar did nor ſeem much diſpleas'd at this 


Dan. 3. r. 


Dan. 2. 12. 
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Dream as long as he was the Golden Head; but 


not long after he dreams another Dream, which 
terriſies him exceedingly ; as you may read Dan. 4. 10. 
Paniel likewiſe interprets this Dream to him, and 

C 2 adviles 


Dan. 4. 5 
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adviſes him by a timely Repentance to prevent, 
if poſſible, what was doom'd to befal him. Th: 
King continues pefiſive for about a Twelvemonth. 
but could hold out no longer, and then like 
proud Free-7hinker thus he talks; Is not this green 1 

Babylon that I hade built for the Houſe of the Kingdom, 
by the Might of my Power, and for the Honour of m 
z Majeſty ? Now let's fee what follows: While th: 
Word was in the King's Mouth there fell a Voice from e 
Heawen, {aying, O King Nebuchadnexxar, to thee it i 1 
\ ſpoken, the Ringdom is departed from thee, and the; d 
ſhall drive thee from Men, and thy Dwelling ſhall be wit) t 
32, the Beaſts of the Field: They ſhall make thee eat Graſs 1 
as Oxen, and ſeven Times ſhall paſs over thee untill hon. t 
\ 


Dan. 4.30, 


know that the moſ# High ruleth the Kingdoms of Men, 
3. and giveth it to whomſoever, he will. The ſame Hou 
was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnexxar. | 
It will not be amiſs in this Place, to reflect a 
little on Nebzchadnez,z,ar's Crimes and Puniſhments 
His Crime no doubt was exceſſive Pride, and ve- 
ry probably joyn'd with Atheiſm. Some are of 
Opinion the golden Image he ſet up was a Repre- 
ſentation of himſelf, and whether viro izamortale, 
or words to that Effect, be Part of the Inſcripti- 
on, or whether it had any Inſcription at all is not 
much worth our while to enquire after; the beſt 
that can be thought of him, is his being of the 
Stoick Set, who'as you ſay, deny'd the Immor- 
tality of the Soul ; tho indeed we have no Ac- 
count of that Sec of Philoſophers till long after 
his time ; yer no doubt but the Opinion was 
much ancienter than we read of: Now what 
more ſuitable a Puniſhment for a proud Man than 
to be brought low; and that he who denying a 
Future Being fets himſelf on theLevel with Beaſts, 
ſhould be oblig'd ro abandon Humanity, and keep 
Company with his Fellow-Brutes, 


* 


I might 
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1 might now go on and ſhew that all wicked 
Men and bloody Tyrants , that have lived in the 


. ſeveral Ages and Countries of the World, whe- 
ther in Aſia, Africa, Greece, Peloponeſus , Sicily, 


Rome, &c. from the time of this Nebuchadnex xar 


to the great Oppreſſor of our Days, have been all 


unlimited Free-Thinkers (or what is the Reverſe to 
it and altogether as bad) no Thinkers at all. But 
enough has been ſaid on this Subject, and I hope 


T have ſufficiently made good what I propos'd to 


do in the beginning, viz. That no Man could 
think or act, as he ought to do in Matters of Re- 


ligion, without the Aſſiſtance of Divine Revela- 
tion; and likewiſe that whereſoever a Divine Re- 


velation is vouchſat'd, and Men ſhall wilfully act 
contrary thereto, they are guilty of the groſſeſt 
Error, and bring the utmoſt Miſery on them 


_ ſelves. 


1 ſhould now proceed to examine the Liſt of 
PFree-Thinkers you have given us at the cloſe of 
your Book, and ſee how fairly you have dealt 
with the World and them in the Characters you 
have given them. But I ſhall firſt ſpeak to an Ob- 
jection which may poſſibly be offer d. It may be 


ſlaid then, Why all this ado about Divine Revela- 


tion? Does any of us deny it? Do not we ſpeak 
very reverently of God , of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
the Holy Scriptures, &c.? To this I anſwer, tis 
true, theſe are Words we often find in your Books, 
but if we take the whole Scheme together, we 


' ſhall find the Graſs not high enough to cover the 
Snake; and when you are pleas'd to ſpeak thus fa- 
vourably of Religion, I cannot but think of ſome 


certain Men in the World, who upon Occaſion will 

ſpeak very ſtrenuouſſy for the Intereſt of a cer- 

rain Family, When their Conduct ſhall render it 
ſuſpe- 
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ſuſpected, they have nothing leſs at their Hearts. 
And that this 1s parrallel to your Caſe, I am a- 
fraid will too manifeſtly appear in what follows. 
In the mean time I ask you this fair Queſtion, If 
you have that Reverence and Honour for our 
Bleſſed Saviour and his Doctrine, you pretend to 
have, why then are his Miniſters treated with that 
Ignominy and Contempt; ſince he has plainly 
ſaid, he that deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me? Why, I ſay, 
are the whole Body of the Clergy usd like a 
Pack of Scoundrels? Why are you ſo highly 
pleas'd if you can pick ap any thing, either anci- 
ent or modern, that tends to their Diſreputation? 
To what End and Purpoſe do you weed Authors 
(if TI may uſe that Word) to find out ſuch nota- 
ble Sayings , as 1diotis Evangeliſtis; and theſe 


Words mult be inſerted in Capital Letters leſt your 


Pupils ſhould not obſerve them; tho I muſt tell 
ye Idiotis has not that Signification you would 
pretend to put upon us: I ſay to what Purpoſe is 
all this, but to ſhew your profound Reſpect for 
the Apoſtles the Meſſengers of Chriſt. No won- 
der then the modern Clergy find no better Quar- 
ter. It muſt be confeſs'd there are amongſt them 
ſome raſh inconſiderate Men, who often talk of 
what they do not underſtand ; tis to be fear'd 
likewiſe there are too many not only ignorant 
but of ſcandalous Lives and Converſations. The 
firſt of theſe Faults is chiefly owing to the Nar- 
rowneſs of Education , and to thoſe erroneous 
Principles many of them imbibe at their firſt ſet- 
ring out; ſo that if it be a Man of Senſe that 
comes up to this Town, where he has the Advan- 
tage of a free Converſation ; tis ſome time before 
he can diſengage himſelf of thoſe political Maxims 
which firſt ſeiz d on him; if he be a Man of no 

| J great 
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great Depth, and has more Heat than Brain (as 


it too often happens) a thouſand to one but theſe 
Errors accompany him to his dying Day. Tis this 
renders them ( frequently ſpeaking ) very unfit to 
meddle in Civil Affairs, tho tis as certain they have 
a very great Itch towards it. But after all has been 
ſaid, tis very unjuſt a whole Body of Men ſhould 
be charg'd, and arraign'd, and condemn'd for the 
Defects of a Part. This you would think a very 


- unreaſonable way of 1 0 Fn any other Caſe: 


As for Example, ſhould any Man ſay becauſe that 


great Free-Thinker ( your very good Friend) Tho- 


mas Hobbes of Malmsbury (as tis ſaid ) died an A- 


| theiſt, Ergo, all Free-Thinkers are tO be eſteemed 


as ſuch ; you would hardly conſent this to be a 
right way of Reaſoning. Why then do you do 
to others what you would not have done to your 
ſelves. I think, I can ſay, I am as little Prieſt- 
ridden, or as unapt to pin my Faith on another's 
Sleeve as any other Man. But I will venture to 
affirm there was never a better Set of Biſhops e- 


ver adorn the Engliſh Church than what we have 


at this Day. And we have likewiſe a great many 
Worthy Men of the inferior Clergy. Of both 
Ranks many have manifeſted themſelves not on- 
ly Eminent Churchmen, but likewiſe good Eng- 
liſhmen, who have confuted thoſe ſenſeleſs, as well 
as laviſh Doctrines, of a blind unlimited Obedi- 
ence ; and have made it appear that Men may be 
very good Chriſtians without parting wich their 
Civil Rights. — *Tis true, (to our great Grief ) 
theſe have hapned to be far the leſſer Number; 


Which is no ſtrange thing, when Reaſon and In- 


tereſt cannot go Hand in Hand, but muſt unfor- 


tunately divide. 


But 


this Matter, he would find, I am afraid, ſome 0. II 
ther Reaſons, beſides what we have mentioned, C0: 
why the Miniſters of God's Word are ſo hardly WW 
dealt with. I will venture to give my Opinion, m! 
and I could wiſh with all my Heart I might be in an 
the wrong. If theſe Miniſters then do their Du. W. 


Eccl.1 2.7. 


Gal. 5. 19. 


Eph. 5. 3+ 
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But if a Man was throughly to examine inte 


ty, they muſt let Man know what he is; That he 
is an accountable Creature, and not his own Ma- 4 
ſter : That this Body of his, which he is now ſo 

fond of, and does often uſe ſuch indirect Method; 1 
to pamper and pleaſe, muſt, in a very little time, 
ſink down to its original Duſt, and be an Habita- 
tion for Worms, and a Scene of Rottenneſ;: 
That the Soul muſt return to God who gave it, © 
and there be forc'd to abide the ſtricteſt and ſeve- 


reſt Inqueſt : That Men ſhall be rewarded and 


puniſh'd according as they have behav'd them- 
ſelves in this State of Probation : That the Proud 
and the Vain-glorious, and the Ambitious, and 
Voluptuous, ſhall never be admitted into Heaven : 
That no Whoremonger, Adulterer, unclean Perſon, nor 
Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, and ſuch like, 
hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt: ! 
That Faith and Repentance , and Obedience are. 
the indiſpenſible Terms of the Goſpel. In ſhort, - 


that thoſe that would be Chriſt's Diſciples muſt 


deny themſelves, take up the Croſs, and follow 
him. Theſe, tis to be doubted, are the hard Say- 
ings, who can bear them ? Theſe, and ſuch like 
Doctrines as theſe, coſt the Prophets and Apo- 
{tles, and Primitive Fathers their Lives ; and good 
Men in all Ages have, and 'tis to be fear'd, ever 
will ſuffer for them, to the End of the World. © 
I ſhall now take ſome Examination of your 3 
Free-Thinkers, and make ſome Remarks on what 

| you 
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ny You ſay of them. And I begin with Socrates. Diſc. of 


» 0. This Divine Man, (as you call him) you are not 
ed. Content to make the beſt of the Renten World, 
dly (Which for ought I know he might be) but he 
on. Mut be likewiſe ſer in Competition with Chriſti- 
+ in Ans, and have the Precedence given him; after- 
Ju. Wards you are pleas'd to tell us his Religion : And 
he pray what is it? Why, truly he demonſtrated all 
fa. Men co be Fools who troubled themſelves with 
{> Enquiries into heavenly Things, &c. An admi- 
od: Fable Scheme indeed; and no doubt your Pupils 
ne, Will be highly delighted with it. No wonder 
ita. Your Set riſes and grows up ſo faſt, as you tell us 
i it does in your Title Page: But how Socrates could 
it, be F 
vo. Thoughts confin'd to this little dirty Planet, is 
nd what I do nor well underſtand. —---- There's no 
m. Man has a juſter Value for the Heathen Philoſo- 
ud phers than my ſelf : I read their Books with a 
nd great deal of Delight and Satisfaction, eſpecially 
n When I conſider that God never left himſelf with- 
3; Out ſome Witneſs, but always vouchſaf'd ſome 
ke, kind of Light to the World. But when we 
ſt: ſhall pretend to compare the Writings and Say- 
re ings of theſe Men to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
we diſcover both our Impiety and Folly; there 
{| were ſcarce any of theſe Philoſophers that were 
conſiſtent with themſelves; (I have ſaid ſome- 
thing of Socrates already) and although they laid 
down very good Rules, they were very bad Fol- 
lowers of them. Cicero the greateſt Man of his 
od dime, who had wrote ſo well for Fortitude, Mag- 
nanimity, and the like, died like an errand Cow- 
ard. Seneca declaims admirably well againſt Ri- 
ches, and yet ſcrap'd up all he could get together. 
How unlike are theſe Men to the Apoſtles and 
f D Primi- 


ree- 
Thinking 
Pag. 123. 


Peg. 125, 


be ſo great a Free-Thinker , and yet have his 


(24) 
Primitive Fathers, whoſe Doctrines, Lives and“ 
Deaths were all of a Piece ? 1 5 
54 But to go a little furcher, ſuppoſe I could make? 
\ a ſhift to rub through the World with this Philo- 
ſophical Scheme, and pretty quietly to bear the 
Shocks of Fortune, with all other Evils incident) 
to Human Life; pray, what Comfort do they, 
give me when I come to an End of all theſe, 
when I come to ay down his Houſe of Clay? 
Truly, very little; ſome of them have made pret- 
ty good Gueſſes at the Soul's Immortality, and of ® 
the Reward of good Men, and the Puniſhment : 
of the Bad, in another State; but it muſt be ac-® 
knowledged all this has been with a great deal of 
Uncertainty. Can all they have ever ſaid, give 
me that Satisfaction as one ſingle Text in the New | 
Teſtament, 2 Cor. 5. 1. For we know , that if our © 
earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we © 
have a Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens? Can all that Epictetus has 3 
wrote with ſo much Subtilty, to prove Pain to 
be no Evil, ever alleviate my Grief like another 
Text? 2 Cor, 4. 17. For our light Aſfliction, which © 
is but for a Moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- | 
ing and eternal Weight of Glory? The beſt that can 
be ſaid of the Conſolations drawn from Philoſo- | 
phy, is, They are many of them pleaſant and 
pretty, and fir enough to entertain and divert a“ 
E Mind under a ſlight Trouble; but they are 
too ſpeculative, and refin'd for common Capaci- 
ty, too thin and weak to bear any great Streſs, 
and to ſupport and relieve a Man's Mind under a | 
fore and heavy Affliction: But this is a Conſide- 
ration which hath Strength and Subſtance in it, 
That all things will end in our unſpeakable Hap- 
5 ; pineſs, 
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(25) 


pineſs, and that this Happineſs ſhall have no End. 


As fays an excellent Author. 


And as the Chriſtian Religion gives a Man the 
greateſt Comfort at Death, ſo 'tis the moſt per- 
fect Rule of Life that has ever yet been taught. 
If you will believe the Man you ſo much com- 
mend, the late Archbiſhop Tillotſon, he ſays Vol. XI. 
Pag. 122. Thatgthe Precepts of the Chriſtian 
„Religion are a plain and perfect Rule of all 
* Virtue and Goodneſs, and the beſt and moſt 
** abſolute Syſtem of moral Philoſophy that ever 
* was in the World, containing all the Rules of 
*.Virrne and a good Life, which are ſcattered 
* and diſpers'd in the Writings of the Philoſo- 
* phers, and the Wiſe Men of all Ages, and de- 
* livering them to us with greater Clearneſs and 
** Certainty, in a more ſimple and unaffected 
* Manner, with greater Authority, Force, and 
© Efficacy upon the Mind, than any Philoſopher 
* and Lawgiver ever did; teaching us how to 
1 worſhip God in the beſt manner, and moſt ſui- 
5 table to his Nature and Perfections; how to 
4 demean our ſelves towards others with all 

Meekneſs and Humility, Juſtice and Integrity, 
Kindneſs and Charity ; and how to govern our 
ſelves and our own unruly Appetites and Paſſi- 
ons, and to bring them within the Bounds of 
Reaſon, much better than any. Law or Inſti- 
tution that ever was in the World“. For Shame 
then make no more vile Compariſons , nor ſeek 
to leſſen what you ſo little underſtand. 

The fine Things you ſay of Epicurus is no 
doubt to recommend his Doctrine to your Follow- 
ers, but you ſhew your Impiety as well as Igno- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


rance, when you give the Pre-eminence of the 


Epicurean Friendſhip to that contain'd in the Ho- 
D 2 ly 


(26) 
ly Scriptures, and when you aſſert our holy Reli- 
gion icſelf does not any where particularly require . 
of us that Virtue; I cannot but ſtand in Admiration 7 
to think how groſsly ſome Men would impoſe up- 
on the World : Is not Love the higheſt Degree 
of Friendſhip? Is there any Book in the World 

does ſo zealouſly recommend that Virtue as the 
New Teſtament ? Has not the Evangeliſt St. Fob» 3 
1 Epil: Wrote almoſt a whole Epiſtle on that very Sub- 
St. John. ject? Beſides, is there any Story now extant in 
the World (unleſs what is fictitious) comparable 
0 the Friendſhip of David and TFonathan 2 Fona- 30 
1 Sam. 28. than is ſaid to have loved David, as be loved his own | 
17. Soul? He underwent not only his Father's high 
: Diſpleaſure, but the Loſs of the Kingdom for the 
i Love he bare him. And yet we are told the Love 
of David exceeded. What a ſilly Diſtinction do 
you make betwixt the Words Friend and Friend- 
ſhip, as if there could be one without the o— 
A 
I ſhall paſs on now to Cicero, but ſhall ſay little 
of him, having already ſpoken as much as is ſuf- 
ficient of Philoſophers. I ſhall only take notice 
you have nor dealt very fairly with him, in mak- 
ing the World believe he deny'd the Immortality 
of the Soul. In his Book de Senectute, he declares 
his own Opinion of it, where ſpeaking to Scipio 
and Lalizs, he ſays, I do not ſee why I may not 
adventure to declare freely ro you what my 
Thoughts are concerning Death; and perhaps 1 
may diſcern better than others what it is, becauſe 
Jam now, by Reaſon of my Age, not far from 
it. 1 believe, ſays he, that the Fathers, thoſe 
eminent Perſons, and my particular Friends, are 
ſtill alive, and they live the Life which only de- 
ſerves the Name of Life, And afterwards, Nec 
me 


— 
Pa 


77 er ; Pu | 
bs” 4 4 5 — YL ta. 
52 — $0 

<4 a4 © MED. 


RY OI * 1 2 
F ˙ ˙ü ß. 37 Ma (a! — b 


—— ——  —_— — —— — 25 —— — 
" * „ 1 7 * - F : : wp 
. ; 4.4 
» OG 4 are Pry 


467 


ne ſolum ratio ac diſputatio imputit , ut ita crederem, 
© [ed nobilitas et iam ſummorum Philoſophorum && aut bo- 
rita. Nor has Reaſon only and Diſputation 
brought me to this Belief, but the famous Judg- 
ment and Authority of the chief Philoſophers, 
| Z of whom he mentiuns Pythagoras, Socrates , and 
Plato; and then breaks out into this Rapture, Oh 
præclarum diem, quam in ilud animorum concilium 
- © celumque proficiſcar cum ex hac turbia & colluvione 
| Z diſcedam | O glorious Day, when I ſhall go unto 
the great Council and Aſſembly of Spirits, when 
II fhall go out of this Tumult and Confuſion, 
and quit the Sink of this World, and meet 
with Cato the greateſt and beſt of Mankind. 
 ® Your Friend Arehbiſhop Tillotſon ſays, A Chriſtian 
could hardly have ſpoke with more Extacy. 
And is it likely this great Philoſopher died an A- 
© theiſt 2 The ſame Archbiſhop likewiſe ſays, The 
Stoicks were very inclinable to the Belief of a Fu- Se,. yo. 9. 
© ture State, tho' they ſpake doubtfully of it. Which . 102 
is another Point in which you and he differ. 
But what do I talk of Cicero, when a greater than 
Cicero finds no better Treatment at your Hands? 
Solomon, the Wiſeſt of Men, is repreſented by you, 
not only as a Fataliſt, believing the Eternity of piſcourſe 
the World, but likewiſe denying the Immortality of Free- 
of the Soul, and a Future State. And this your Thinking 
3 Aſſertion is grounded on Eecleſ.1. 4,5,6,7,9. where “ 51182. 
he ſays, One Generation paſſes away, and another Ge- 
neration cometh ; but the Earth abideth for ever: and 
ſo on. And on Eccleſ. 3. 18--22. where tis ſaid, 
As the one dieth, ſo di:th the other; yea, they have all 
one breath: ſo that a Man hath no pre-eminence above 
4 Beaſt, &c. 8 
No you and Iwho are Lay-Men, when we find 
F a Text obſcure, and may thereby be led into an 
2 8 N ll 


= 


- 

CER 7. 
. 

Pag. 152, 

153. 


E 


ther this be ignorantly er deſignedly, I cannot tell. 
Had you ever read Solomon s Proverbs, you would 
have found, Prov. 8. 22. he brings in Wiſdom, 


ſpeaking afrerd another ſort : The Lord poſſeſſed me 
in the beginning ef his way, before bis Works of old. 
I was' ſed ap from everlaſting, from the beginning, or 
ever the Earth w. When there were no depths, I was | 
bro bt fert; hen there was no Fountains abounding 
with Mater Before the Mountains were ſettled; before | 
the Hills at TI brought forth: While as yet he had not 
made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the higheſt part of g 
the Duſtloft tho World, When he prepared the Heavens, 
I h thtre s when he ſet à compaſs upon the face of the | 


- 


Depth : When be eſtabliſhed the Clouds above: when be | 
ſtrengthened the Fountains of the Deep : I/hen he gave 7 
rothe Sea his Decree, that the Waters ſhould not paſs bis 


* 


— 


Earth: Then I by him; and ſo on. Is this talk- | 
ing like a Fataliſt? Scarce does Moſes himſelf give 
a more particular Account of the Making of the l 


World: Again, had you read the two laſt Chap- 


ters of Fecleſiaftes, you would have found, that for 
all che Follies of his Youth, the Young-man ſhall |: 


be brought to Judgment; and that when the Duſt 


(hall return to the Earth as it was, the Spirit ſhall return J 
to God who gave it. How 1s it poflible to find | 
Words can better expreſs a Future State, as like- 
wile the Soul's Immortality 2 But what is till | 
more abſurd, you bring in this Wiſeſt of Men | 


Error (which may happen more than once)“ 
ſhould do well to examine what goes before, or“ 
what follows after, which may poſſibly ſet us in 
a true Light. If you had taken this Method, 
itis to be hop'd you would not have pretended Þ 
thus groſsly to impoſe upon the World; but whe- Þ 
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Commandment : when he appointed the Foundations of the 
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Z moſt Philoſophical- Part of the Fewiſh Nation. 
Foſepbus gives us quite another Account of them; 
lle ſays they were of a Savage Humour, behaving 5 


themſelves with great Rudeneſs towards one ano- 
ther as well as unto Strangers. But pray how 
comes Solomon to argue like the Sadduces? Do we 
find any mention of them in his Reign, or for a 
great many Generations after? If he talks like 
them, it mult be by the Spirit of Prophecy; and 
then we muſt argue thus: Solomon, to whom God 


gave Wiſdom and Underſtanding, exceeding much, and 
| largencſs of Heart, even as the Sand on the Sea-ſhore. 


Solomon, that fbake three thouſand Proverbs : That 
hake of Trees, from the Cedar-tree in Lebanon, even 
unto the Hyſſop that fpringeth out of the Mall: This 
very Solomon Talks and Reaſons likewiſe like an 
impious erroneous Set, which he ſaw would 
ſpring up ſome Hundred Years after he had lain 
in his Grave. I do agree with you, that the Im- 
mortality of the Soul was not, by many Degrees, 
ſo clearly revealed in the Old Teſtament as in the 


New; but that the Jes did believe it; and like- 


wiſe a Future State, is beyond all Contradiction: 
The Sinners in ion are afraid, fearfulneß hath ſurpri- 


' fed the Hypocrites : Who among us ſhall dwell with the 


devouring fire? who among us ſhall dwell with ever- 
laſting burnings * Hou abſurd is it to imagine the 
Jews, to whom were committed the Oracles of 
God, ſhould be ignorant of what might be known 
by the Light of Nature 2 The Belief of the Di- 
vine Perfections, of the Infinite Goodneſs, and 
Wiſdom, and Power, and Truth, and Juſtice, and 
Purity of the Divine Nature; a firm Perſuaſion of 
his Providence, that he governs and adminiſters 


Joſeph. 
Lib, de 


ello, cap. 
12.1ib.13. 


1 Kings 4 
29732733. 


Iſa. 3 3. 14. 


the Affairs of the World, and takes notice of the 


Actions of Men, and will call them to an Account 
e for 
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for them; of the Immortality of our Souls, and 


quently of the Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments 
of another Life. Theſe are the great Principles t 
of Natural Religion, which Mankind are in ſome K I. 
meaſure poſſeſt with, and perſuaded of, without & «; 
any External Revelation from God; ſays that F p 
Excellent Prelate Archbiſhop Tillotſon. bas 

And here I cannot but obſerve how barbarouſly And 
you have treated that Great Man, not only in Met 
ſtiling him your Head (an Honour I preſume you Sed 
would with great Difficulty have got him to accept that 
of,) but likewiſe in Weins him to the World het 


in ſo unfair and unjuſt a manner. 1 


P. 69. Diſc. of Free-Thinking, you inſinuate as put 
tho' he call'd in queſtion the Eternity of Hell- cor 
Torments; and this is grounded upon a Sermon Jen 
on that Subject, publiſh'd in his Life-time. Now Au 
whoever will candidly read that Diſcourſe, muſt Gr 
conclude no ſuch Inference can fairly be made, a 
but the quite contrary will plainly appear * "Tis |} 
true, he examines the Reaſons ſome Men have th. 
given why thoſe Puniſhments ſhould be Eternal, 
which he finds unſatisfactory ; and thereupon ad- 
vances much better of his own ; which is ſo far 
from denying that Doctrine, that it confirms it 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, if it may be ſaid any | 
thing adds ſtrength to Divine Authority. But to jr 
put this Matter quite out of Debate, I ſhall give N 
you a Paſſage of his in another Sermon, Vol. XI. (| 
Pag. 124. where he ſays, To think of lying c 
under the terrible Wrath and Diſpleaſure of 2 


Almighty God to Eternal Ages; of being ex- c 
© tremely and for ever miſerable, without inter- q 
** miſſion, and without end, muſt needs be a very « 


* diſmal Conſideration to any Man that can } 
a * think 


y | 


1 


put to our Eternal Shame and Reproach the quite 
Tontrary appears, and particularly in this Excel- 


| ; 
* 
2 + 
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think and conſider :. And yet to this horrible 


Danger, to this intolerable Miſery, do all the 


Workers of Iniquity , every one that lives in 
the wilful-Contempt and Diſobedience of the 
Laws of the Goſpel expoſe themſelves, and is. as 


# cxpreſsly revealed and declared to us, as it is 


poſſible for Words to declare any thing.” It 


has been peculiar to ſome Countries to Depreciate 
and Calummate the moſt worthy and deſerving 
Men. This is what has been particularly obfer- 
u Fed of the Athenians; yet they ſeldom fail'd to pay 
t Fhat Juſtice to their Memories, which was denied 


hem whilit living. 


I wiſh I could ſay the ſame of another Nation; 


1 Jent Perſon I am ſpeaking of; who, as a great 


Author obſerves, was perſecuted by Malice to his 


t Grave ; and that has followed him ever ſince he 
was laid in the Duſt. 
4 And I may add, by not a few of his ownCloath, 
the beſt of whoſe Performances have been bor- 
rowed ſrom his Works; from that noble Body of 


D 

9 
Sermons, the nobleſt this Nation, or perhaps the 
r 

1 


3 * 


World ever ſaw; nor are the Panegyricks of ſome. 
© leſs Satyrical, than the Obloquy and Reproach of 
others; which made a certain noble Athenian (be- 
ing in the midſt of his Oration applauded by the 
Mob) ſtop and ask what Slip he had made that 


- © thoſe People ſhould commend him? The Appli- 


cation of this is eaſy. I remember ſome time ſince, 


another Sett of Men (and yer I know not whe- 
ther I may call them another) paid the ſame 


© awkard Courtſhip to this great Biſhop. One of 


had he livd a little longer did fot doubt but 


them a little after the Biſhop's Deceaſe, told me; 


he 


633 


he would have ſet up the Socinian Doctrine, no S1 
withſtanding he had publiſhed Six Sermons naſfdow 
long before to prove the contrary, which I pet Miſpł 
ceived this Gentleman knew little of: ThereforF&rin 


to ſay no more of this Excellent good Man, whi&be - 
is now Out of the Reach and Malice of Men bin 
Tongues; were he now Alive, you muſt not have OO 
preſumed to have ſhelter'd your ſelves under tha ſom 


Venerable Name. 8 oO 
3 BT he 
I ſhall now proceed to examine a few more of and 


your Aſſertions, and then draw to a Concluſion|#NAat 
Page 153, you have theſe bold Words: © ThatJor 
© from the New Teſtament we know, that God Qu 
* had but one Way to put Mankind in a Capa- jc 
* city of enjoying Immortal Happineſs, viz. by 
© ſending Jeſus Chriſt into the World.” Now I Ge 
muſt tell you, Gentlemen, there's no ſuch Do- tio 
ctrine to be found in the Old or New Teſtament :| no 
*Tis true, the Love of God is there often magni-| no 
fied (and that very juſtly ) in ſending his Son into| be 
the World to ſave Sinners. But to ſay he had no Pr. 
other Way to reſcue Mankind, is what the Holy 15 
Scriptures do no where affirm ; nor does it become ha 
Finite Creatures to ſet Bounds. ro Omnipotence, |? 
or ſay what God cannot do. | 


I am come now to ſpeak of the Prophets, with 
whom you deal with as much Candor and Since- th 
rity as you have done with the late Archbiſhop. | >* 
You tell us they have written with as great Li- | #4 


berty againſt the Eftabliſhed Religion of the | ” 


Fes (Which the People look'd on as the Infti- | I 
tution of God himſelf) as if they believ'd it was | “ 
all Impoſture, | 1 at 


Surely | 


(33 ) 

o Surely you take this as a good Rule to be laid 
down ; and if ſo, I cannot imagine how you can 
er Niſpleas'd with the Modern Clergy, whatever Do- 
Marines they ſhould vent; the more inconſiſtent with 
he the Eſtabliſhed Religion, the greater ſtill the Free- 
NU binker. But let's ſee how this Charge is made 
„good: You quote ſeveral Texts of the Prophets, 
a lome of which are not to be found in the very 
Books themſelves ; as particularly Fzek. 6. 20. 
where it happens the Chapter has but 14 Verſes; 
offand not a Word there, nor in any other part of 
n that Prophecy relating to the Incenſe from Sheba, 
a zor the ſweet Cane. Again, Ezek. 7. 22. your 
dg Quotation is not to be found in any part of that 
1 Chapter; nor likewiſe in that Book. Fer. 14. 4. 
bas not a Word to your purpoſe. And now, 
Gentlemen, ſince your Book is ſo full of Quota- 
„tions, if we may take theſe for a Sample, we need 
not be at much pains in examining the reſt. But 
not to inſiſt on theſe Errors, which perhaps may 
be owing to the Preſs: How does it appear the 
N Prophets wrote againſt the Eſtabliſned Religion? 
/ 


Is it becauſe they found Fault with the People for 
having moreRegard to Sacritices and Ceremonies, 
and the External Obſervances, than to the in- 
ward and ſubſtantial Parts of Religion? This is 
no more than what our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
|, felt did, when he denounces that Wo againſt 
the Scribes and Phariſees, Mat. 23. 23. Wo unto you 
| Scrives and Phariſes , Hypecrites ; for ye pay Tythe of 
[ Mint and Aniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted the 
4 Weightier Matters of the Law, Fudament, Mercy and 


F 2 
5 by x? * 
Faith: Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 


other undone. *I'was the neglect of moral Duties 
and Virtues (without the Performance of which, 
| | 8 All 


. 
10 


— . ——— — 
— — bh 
— > = — 
. 


— 
— 
«DV. 


- . — rp — 
— — — - 5 . — — — 


(34) 
all the reſt found no Acceptance with God,) tha! 
the Prophets ſo often complain'd of : Hence wel 
find them ſo frequently bewailing, that their Re. 
ligion was degenerated into Form and Ceremo-| 
ny, into Oblations and Sacrifices, the Obſervanee 
of Faſts and Sabbaths, and new Moons, &c. but, 
had no Power and Efficacy upon their Hearts and 
Lives. I could wiſh this was the Caſe of no «| 
ther Church beſides that of the Fews. As tof 
what you ſay of Foſepbus, Minutius Felix, Syne ſius 0 
Mr. Hobbes, and ſome others, ] ſhall only re. 
mark, That whoſoever ſhall declare againſt an 
Article of the Chriſtian Faith, or call in Queſtil { 
on any Part of Divine Revelation „is ſure to bt 
a Favourite,and merit your utmoſt Commendati. 
on ; on the contrary , he who ſhall lay down hig 
Life for the Dodrine of our Saviour and his A. 
poſtles,muſt have no other Title to be called a Saint: 
but his want of Learning, and Exceſs of Zeal, 
Pag. 162. b 


I cannot fee any y Reaſon why the People of the 
Fews ſhould be usd by you in that contemptuouy. 
Manner, as the moſt illiterate, barbarous and ri 
diculous People, Pag. 157. It muſt be confeſs 
they were a very perverſe and ſtubborn Genera 
tion, ungratefnl both to God and their Benefa-F 
0 5 But 15 there no Nation in the World may 
be compared with them? I doubt we need not} 


go far to find one: A Nation that has received af 
eminent Favours from Almighty God as ever the 
Fews did, and has made as unworthy Returns 
„ Nation that remembred not the Lord their God, 
whe bad delivered them out of the Hands of all they 
£7 res, 073 every Side : Neither ſnewed they Ring 4 


1.33) 


1d jo the Houſe of Ferubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to 
we all the Goodneſs which he had ſhewed untolſrael.Judg. 8. 


e. 34.35. ANation that had it once in their ownPower 
0. to have made themſelves happy, but by their Fol- 
ee. lies tis fear'd have rendred themſelves uncapable 
us of Happineſs. A Nation that ſays to the Seers, See 
nd not; and to the Prophets, Propheſy not unto us right 
% © Things; ſpeak unto us ſmooth Things, propheſy Deceits, 
toſs Tia. 30. 10. May it not be ſaid of ſuch a Nation 


1 as it was of the Fews, they are ſottiſh Children, and Jer. 4. 22. 
e they have none Underſtanding : They are wiſe to do evil, 
but to do good they have no Knowledge, And may it 
not be fear'd likewiſe, Therefore he that made them will Iſa. 25. 11. 
not have Mercy on them, and he that formed them, will 
ſhew them no Favour, But to go a little farther, A 
Nation, I ſay then, that has in theſe latter Days 
produc'd a Set of Men, who are aſham'd to own 
the Deſigns they are carrying on; who afrer near 
ſeventeen hundred Years Illumination would car- 
ry us back to Chance, Atoms, Fatality, and I 
know not what; and place us in a worſe Condi- 
tion than the Heathen World, who wanted the 
neceſſary Means of Knowledge : A Ser of Men 
who under pretence of Free-Thinking would teach 
Mankind to believe nothing : A Ser of Men 
more injurious to the Community than Tories, Fa- 
cobites, Non- Furors, Falfe Furors, Trickſters, Syco- 
phants, and all ſuch ſort of Men put together: 
Theſe can only deprive me of the Goods of For- 
tune, or at moſt of a Life, which were it not for 
the Hopes of a better, a wiſe Man would ſcarce 
think worth the having. Thoſe would take from 
me not only that which can alone ſweeten the 
Sorrows and Calamities incident to frail Humani- 
ty, but likewiſe that delightful Proſpect of an 
% 7, Bo * happier 
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happier State, which ſhall commence when this 
poor periſhing Life ſhall have an End. 


To conclude with a brief Summary of what 
has been ſaid, I have in the firſt Place, not only 
allow'd but aſſerted the Duty of Free-Thinking, 
ſhewing, wherein Free-Thinking conſiſts, and like- 
wiſe ſome Qualifications neceſſary for a Free- 
Thinker. I have then ſhew'd you that without the 
Aſſiſtance of Divine Revelation no Man can 
think or act, as he ought to do, 1n religious Mat- 
ters. I have in the next Place ſhewn , that who- 
ſoever wilfully Reaſons or Acts contrary to Di- 
vine Revelation makes himſelf a very Fool and 


very miſerable. J have likewiſe ſhewn that the 
beſt Syſtems of the Hleathen Philoſophy come 


infinitely ſhort of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
cither in regard of the Government of our Lives, 
or affording Comfort at the Hour of Death. And 
Jam afraid I have likewiſe made it too evidently 
appear, that you Free-Thinkers who pretend to be- 
lieve Divine Revelation, have nothing leſs at your 
Hearts ; this has been done by ſhewing in whar 
unſeemly manner you treat the Prophets and A- 
poſtles and thoſe that have followed them: In 
your miſrepreſenting many great and good Men 
who have liv'd in the ſeveral Ages of the World; 
in your magnifying and extolling thoſe who have 
deny'd the very Principles of Chriſtianity ; and 


in refleting on ſuch who have died for them. 


And I may further add, that you ſeldom or never 
make uſe of the Holy Scriptures but for banter 
or ridicule. I ſhall therefore take my leave of 
you ior the preſent , with ſome of the Words of 
the Learned Serjeant Para, now Lord Chief Ju- 
1 1 | {tice 
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troubleſome Man, Doctor Sacheverel. I am a- 
© mazed, Men ſhould dare to take the tremen- 
* dous Name of God into their Lips, when they 
© can neither juſtify what they ſay, nor have Sin- 
© cerity and Honeſty enough to repent and take 
© Shame upon themſelves, and ask Pardon of 
© God and the World. 


London, Feb. 24. 1713. 


FINIS — 


ERR ATA. 


Age F. Line 11. inſtead of the Philoſopher 

read, of Philoſophers. P. 7. L. 27. inſtead 

of ſuch a Penalty r. fo ſevere a Penalty. P. 16. 

L. penult. inſtead of the King v. the laſt King. P. 
18, L. 23. for immortale v. immortali. 
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